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              July – Sept. 2010
Provincial Office:

Provincial Bro. Binoy Gomes writes …. Brothers Rocky Lucas Gosal, Shawn Lawrence Palma and Roxy Joseph Gosal made first profession on July 16.  Brother Robi Purification, CSC, Assistant Provincial received their vows.  

Ten candidates: four from Sacred Heart of Jesus Province and six from St. Joseph Province: Jenet Rozario, Alex Martin Pereira, Lucas Mona Tudu, McField Prince Pudolph, Racy Daniel Godinu and Roktim Lebeo Chiran  began their novitiate from July 26.

Brothers Rinku Hubert Costa, Sattya Richard Purification and Bikash Bernard Costa completed a two-year of Diploma in Theology course and are assigned in Father Dujarie House, Diang, Holy Cross Aspirancy and St. Placid’s High School Community respectively.  

Brothers Chayan Victor Corraya and Topon Lawrence Serao completed one year of community and apostolic experience and started a two-year Diploma in Theology Course at Holy Spirit Major Seminary, Banani.  They are staying in Holy Cross Scholasticate, Rampura.

Brothers Jony Theotonius Gregory and Chandon Leo Rozario completed a three-year Bachelor Degree Course from Loyola College, Chennai, India and are assigned to St. Gregory’s Highs School Community and St. Nicholas High School Community respectively for community and apostolic experience.     

Brother Binoy Gomes conducted a five-day session on Intensive Journal Writing at the Bangladesh Conference of Religious (BCR) Center, Savar from August 13 to 17.  Ten Sisters from different Congregations attended the session.  He attended the Annual General Assembly of the BCR on August 20 and 21 at its center, Savar.  He conducted a session on the Importance of Counseling for the Instructors of Marriage Preparation Class at Natural Family Program Center, Mirpur on September 10.  He conducted a five-day session on Intensive Journal Writing at Holy Cross Novitiate, Sagardi, Barisal from September 19 to 23.  He visited Fr. Dujarie Hoase in Diang and met the Brothers there after the unpleasant incident of July. 

Mrs. Antonia Teresa Rozario, mother of Brother Bakul Robert Gomes, CSC died of brain stroke at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 11.  She was buried on Sunday, September 12 at St. Nicholas Parish, Nagori.  Brothers from Nagori House and some Brothers from Dhaka were present the funeral Mass.  Brother Binoy Gomes visited Bro. Bakul’s house on Sunday 12 and attended a special prayer meeting in the evening.      

The Provincial Council Meeting was held on September 24.  Some assignments were discussed.  

The members of Blessed Brother Andre Bessette’s Canonization Celebration Committee are working very hard to make the celebration meaningful and successful in Bangladesh.  The final celebration will be a held on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, February 16, 17 and 18, 2011.  There will be a special Mass celebrated in honor of Bro. Andre Bessette in every parish in Bangladesh on Monday, October 18.  Different write-ups on Bro. Andre will be printed in the Pratibeshi, the Catholic Weekly on Sunday, October 17. 

Brother Subal Lawrence Rozario, CSC has been selected as the third General Assistant by the Superior General.  Congratulations to Bro. Subal!

Provincial House
Br. Nipu Rozario reports…The community observed the Birth day of Bro. Jarlath D’ Souza,CSC on June 06. He is now 80 years old. He had celebrated his Golden Jubilee in Religious life a few years ago. There were special prayers, a delicious dinner, soirée and cake on this occasion. HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO BRO. JARLATH CSC!
Brother Francis Folia, CSC and Some other Brothers attended the first profession ceremony at Sagardi, Barisal on July 16. 
Brothers joined the celebration of the feast of St. Christina, patron of St. Christina Church on July 23. Archbishop Paulinus Costa, D.D. was the main celebrant at the Holy Eucharistic Celebration. A cultural program was organized by the parishioners after the Mass.
Brother Harold Bijoy Rodrigues, CSC and Bro. Subal Rozario, CSC returned from Rome on June 25 after attending the General Chapter.  The General Chapter of the Congregation of Holy Cross ended on July 24.  
The Brothers celebrated the Birthday of Bro. James Sanjib Sarkar, CSC on July 30. He steps into 30 years. There were prayer and delightful dinner, soiree and delicious cake on this occasion. 
Brother Leo James Pereira, CSC and Brother Binoy Stephen Gomes, CSC returned on August 1 after attending the General Chapter. They visited some places after attending the General Chapter of the Holy Cross Congregation.  
We welcomed Brother Bijoy Harold Rodrigues, CSC in our community on the 4th of August. We had special dinner and soiree which were enjoyable on this happy occasion. 

The Monthly Retreat was held on August 27 and 28. Brother Francis Folia, CSC was the preacher of the retreat. 
Some Brothers of Saint Joseph Province went to Selabunia Parish, Mongla under Khulna district for a common vacation on August 30. Brother Francis Folia and Brother Nipu Hubert Rozario, CSC also joined them. The Brothers visited the Sunderban, Mongla port, cement factory, Bangladesh Navy Academy, two sub-parishes etc. The program was enjoyable and delightful. 
The church of Bangladesh observed the death anniversary of Most Reverent Theotonious Amal Ganguly, CSC on September 02. The Church honoured him as   Servant of God. There were talks on his life before the Eucharist. Archbishop Paulinus Costa, DD was the main celebrant of the Mass. 
The Muslims of the world are celebrated the Eid-ul-Fitre on September 12 in a joyful manner.  It is the time for them for enjoying after 30 days sacrifices and purification. 
We, the Brothers celebrated the Birthday of Brother Promod Rozario,CSC on September 14. He steps into 40 years. There were prayer, a delicious dinner, soiree and cake. HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Brother!
Pastoral Assembly 2010 of Dhaka Archdiocese took place September 16-18. Many Priests, Brothers, Sisters, delegates from different parishes joined the assembly. Brother Binoy Gomes, Brother Francis Folia and Brother Nipu Hubert Rozario also attended the Assembly.  
The feast of the Seven Dolours of Mother Mary was celebrated jointly in Holy Cross Convent on September 17. It is one of the greatest feasts for the Holy Cross Congregation. Brothers from our community joined the feast. The program was delightful and enjoyable.  
The classes of Saint Joseph Higher Secondary School resumed on September 19 after a long Ramadan and Eid vacation.
Bro. Daniel Rozario Bhavan, Biroidakuni (part I)
Brother Bikash Victor D’Rozario reports... 

Biroidakuni High School celebrated 90th birthday of Bangha Bondhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation and the Founder of Bangladesh on March 17. The day was a government holiday and the nation celebrated the day as well as our school with a special program such as rally, discussion and cultural program. The program started at ten thirty and finished by one o’clock. The teachers had a high tea on that day.

Mr. Kallyan Kr. Dutta, the assistant Head master of Biroidakuni High School retired from the post on November 15, 2009 officially according to the government rule. But he was extended to work until February 2010 by the School Managing Committee. He finished his term quite adequately. The school arranged a farewell for him on March 20th. 

At last the new academic building started to be built at Biroidakuni High School Campus. Government has allocated the fund for this building. It will be a four-storied building. We had to change the site for deficiency of space. Now the foundation is laid at the north side of the facility building near to the primary school. The starting of the building took place on February 26th at 9:00 am. Br. Bikash D’rozario, CSC the headmaster of the School officiated.
It has been long time the country is celebrating the Independence Day of 1972. What do we gain after observing the Independence Day every year? The school participated in the rally, parade, and in physical display. The school won the two first prizes in the parade and physical display. Congratulation to the teachers who did the hard work for preparing the students!  

Br. Bikash D’Rozario, CSC attended the celebration of the inaugural ceremony of a new church building at Senguarpar village under Jaljalia parish at Nalitabari Upazila on March 28 on Palm-Sunday. Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC blessed the new church building and offered the mass. More than 500 people attended both. 

Brothers attended and helped the priests during the Easter week in the parish as well as in the sub-parishes. Br. Bikash d’rozario was the MC (Master of the Ceremony) at the parish during Holy Week while Br. Shonkor helped the priest in the sub-parish. On Easter Sunday we shared the evening meal together with the visiting priests and nuns in the parish.

Early morning on Wednesday, April 7 the Headmaster Br. Bikash D’Rozario left for Dhaka Board Office for school business. He reached at 10 am and submitted the TOT list of class nine, got the printout copies of ten for correction and went to the computer section to submit the second copy of the TOT list at Dhanmondi at around 3 pm. He stayed here.  

Like other years Mymensingh Diocese organized an Easter gathering program for the priests, brothers and sisters working in the diocese from April 08-10. Most of the priests and religious attended and had a good faith sharing and meals together. 

We started our First Terminal Examination on April 17 and it was over by April 29. Out of 686 students, at least 663 students appeared in the examination. It is a good sign because the number of students appearing increased from last year.

Brothers Shonkor Costa and Bikash D’Rozario attended the general assembly of the brothers on April 23rd. Br. Bikash had to go to Dhaka two days earlier because he had to deal with some business in the Board Office and had a meeting on Thursday at 4 pm called by Br. Subal Rozario. The assembly went on smoothly.

The second Parent-Teacher association and local guardian meeting was held on April 26 Monday at North Nolkura in the afternoon. More than seventy (70) parents/guardians attended the meeting. Six PTA members including the Headmaster were present. It was the first time that many were present for this type of meeting. Many guardians and PTA members spoke and shared in the meeting.

The First Terminal Examination finished on April 29th and we celebrated the 50th birthday of Br. Bikash D’Rozario, CSC on that day in a befitting manner. Brothers Ripon Gomes and Kajol Costa joined us. They came for the preparation of the vocation day exhibition.

The Bangladesh Conference of Religious, BCR a three-day vocation exhibition in Biroidakuni School Campus. The exhibition began with a holy Eucharist presided by Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, CSC, Bishop of Mymensingh Diocese at 3:30 pm on April 30th. Twenty-two congregations participated in the exhibition. There were about hundred priests, brothers, sisters, seminarians and candidates of several congregations came from all over Bangladesh. It became a Milon Mela for priests, religious and laity. The organizing committee worked hard for making the exhibition successful. Local Priests, Brothers, and Sisters were involved in the organizing committee. The closing ceremony was held at 12:00 pm on Sunday on May 2nd. The following members spoke at the closing ceremony: Fr. Norbert Mrong, Br. Victor B. Rozario, CSC, Sr. Christine Rozario, SSMI, Sr. Jacinta Mrong, SSMI, Fr. Monindra Chiran, Br. Linus K. Costa, CSC, the coordinator of the program and Br. Stephen B. Gomes, CSC, the President of the BCR.

At least 150 students were absent on the 1st day of 2nd term class after a three days break on May 3rd. It is very disappointing because some hostel boys and girls were absent on that day. It seems it is the tradition of this area that after a short or long vacation the students do not attend the classes. I think they need more days off!
The 1st terminal result was published on Tuesday May 18, 2010. Like other years we had the Parent-Teacher Meeting before the publication of the result. About 400 (four hundred) parents/guardians were present which shows that the parents/guardians are getting awareness for the education of their children. The headmaster presented a statistical annual report of the school to them and spoke on the annual letter he served on May 15th mentioning some issues concerning academic, physical, mental and spiritual growth of the students. The meeting started at 11:15 am and lasted till 2:00 pm. The school served them with biscuits and pan-supari.
Biroidakuni High School organized a two day Science and Annual Fair-2010 on May 19-20. The Chairman of the School Managing Committee Dr. Rev. Norbert Mrong inaugurated the fair as chief guest at 10:30 am. There were about 30 projects from science, Home-Economics and Agriculture studies field included in the science fair. The preparation committee expected over 50 projects but the students did not participate wholeheartedly. It was held for the third time. Hope next time they will have more projects and shops for the fairs. 

School was closed for summer holidays from May 22nd and recommenced on June 8 Tuesday. During this summer vacation brothers went for a holidays. 

Br. Sonchoy Rozario, CSC attended the workshop on Pedagogical Teaching in Class Room at St. Gregory High School from May 22nd and 23rd organized by the formation program team. After the workshop he went home for a break.

Brother Bikash went to Dhaka Board office on May 25th for submitting the SIF, student information form of class IX and the list of class VIII students. He also investigated the situation of regarding the permission of the sections. It seems there is a hope to get the permission to have the sanctions from the ministry of education. Let us hope for the best. He went to Chittagong and then to Dinajpur for a break. 

While others went for a break Br. Shonkor Costa was guarding the house and taking care of the hostel. He went home on May 29th for few days break. 

On June 4th Br. Peter Dio, CSC joins at the community. He came alone with Brs. Bikash and Shonkor on Friday June 4 noon. We haven’t arranged the reception and farewell program yet. Very shortly we are going to organize the program. (Editors apologize for delaying in printing this news.)

Br. Daniel Bhaban and Biroidakuni High School (June 16 to September 26, 2010 - part II): 

1. Classes commence: After more than two weeks of the summer break school commence on June 08 and still there were more than hundred students absent on the first day. Need to break this bad practice, but how!

2. Reception and Farewell: A short reception and farewell were given in the assembly to Br. Peter Patal Dio and Br. Shonkor Costa on June 08 respectively. Both of them spoke to the students. We had a short reception and farewell program after school organized by the staff. In the evening the hostel boys arranged a prayer service and farewell dinner for Br. Shonkor Costa with the help of Br. Sonchoy Rozario.

3. Headmaster Selection Committee: Br. Bikash D’Rozario, csc was selected for the appointment of a new Headmaster at St. Teresa High School, Bhalukapara. The interview was held on June 12, 2010 at ten in the morning. Four headmaster-candidates and the chairman of the SMC of St. Teresa H/S were in the interview board. Interview was done according to the procedure. Mr. Marcel Chicham was selected as headmaster among the four. 

4. Confirmation at St. Elizabeth parish: About 170 children were present to receive the sacrament of confirmation on June 20 by Bishop Ponen Paul Kubi, csc. There were only one mass/service on Sunday June 20 at 9:00 am and the church was full of people. It took more the two hours.

5. Football tournament organized by BGSO: Bangladesh Garo Student Organization organized a friendly football tournament for the Adibashi at Biroidakuni High School field. The tournament started from June 21st. Biroidakuni Boys Hostel also participated in the tournament. They lost their 1st game by 4-0 with Jaljalia village on June 18. 

6. Guardian-Student-Teacher (GST) Meeting: June 27, 2010 at 1:30 pm we had organized a special meeting for the guardians, teachers and students of class VIII. A good number of 49 guardians, 12 teachers (subject teachers) including the Headmaster and 79 students were present for the meeting. All three groups shared opinions, thoughts, ideas and future steps for the Junior School Certificate, JSC examinations of the board. The guardians proposed to have special coaching and model tests for the students and the teachers agreed upon the proposal. 

7. Special Routine for Class VIII: We have started special classes for Class VIII students from July 3rd. Classes start from 9:00 am till 2:00 pm. Every Saturday they write the model test from 10:00 to 12:30 pm. 

8. Diocesan Education Meeting: The Education Commission of MCD (Mymensingh Catholic Diocese) organized the two day workshop (July 6-7) on “Education Policy” for the Headmasters, Chairmen, School Inspectors, representatives from the parishes and parish priests of the diocese. The main speakers were Rev. Bishop Patrick D’Rozario, csc the Chairman of the Bangladesh Catholic Education Board, Mr. Jyoti F. Gomes, the Director of the Youth formation and training, Caritas Bangladesh and Fr. Benjamin Costa, csc the Principal of Notre Dame Collage and the Secretary of the BCEB.

9. Pre-Test and 2nd Term Exams: According to the decision of the education ministry we had started our Pre-Test and 2nd term examination from July 26th and finished by August 08th. The exam routine was supplied by the DEO through UEO of Haluaghat Upazila.

10. All the educational Institutions were closed: During Ramadan according to the education ministry decision all the educational institutions were asked to remain closed to save power supply and for other non-disclosed hidden agenda. But we continued classes for class X and VIII as a special coaching until August 31st. 

11. Attending seminar, meeting and Retreat: Br. Peter Patal Dio attended a two day seminar for the Hostel in charge at New Pastoral center at Mymensingh from September 2nd to 4th while Br. Sonchoy M. Rozario went to Dhaka for attending a meeting and making retreat from September 9 to 16. He returned on September 17 evening. 

12. Classes commence: After a long month break for Ramadan, Eid-ul-Fitre the school commenced from September 18. There were ninety (90) students were absent even after one month vacation. What a practice in rural area schools!!!

13. Inter-School Football tournament: Biroidakuni High School became the Champion in Haluaghat Upazila in Football Competition and won two games in Mymensingh. The team lost at the semi-final in district level on September 27. 

14. Publishing Pre-Test and 2nd term results: On September 23rd the result were published after class. All the class teachers were very busy preparing the Mark-sheets, Report Cards etc. last few days and all the teachers were very busy showing the answer scripts to the students for corrections. 

15. Inauguration of the newly built Academic Building: The State minister of Cultural Affairs Advocate Promode Mankin, MP as chief guest inaugurated the newly built Academic Building on September 25 at 11 am. There were several others special guests including Dr. Rev. Norbert Mrong, the Chairman of the School Managing Committee were present and shared their speeches. 

16. Renovation of the Government Facility department building: The old facility building was falling apart and the headmaster tried his best to motivate the world vision for renovation. Now the renovation work is almost finished. Some electrical and painting works are still pending. 

17. A brief report on the reunion of the old teachers-students preparation: The reunion of the old teachers and students program is going on full swing. The committees are active to receive the Education Minister for that auspicious occasion which will take place on October 21-22. Hope for the best preparation for the program.

News of St. Philip’s School 
Br. Subal Lawrence Rozario reports…St. Philip has been upgraded to college (higher secondary) as it obtained permission from the Education Ministry and the Dinajpur Board last August, 2010. It got permission to teach Science, Humanity and Commerce courses. It is the very first Catholic college to be established outside of the Capital City, Dhaka. All people of Dinajpur and Diocese of Dinajpur are very happy to have this college as they find it difficult to send their children to Dhaka for a good colleges. They expect quality education through regular teaching in class rooms, quizzes and terminal exams, other co-curricular activities, and discipline unlike other colleges.

In view of lessening traffic jam in the cities and to save electricity during Ramadan, the government announced to close all educational institutes in the country from 12 August. But realizing the need to have more working days, St. Philip continued school till 2 Sept. While the school was running, two government officials visited and appreciated our effort of keeping school open. We do appreciate the cooperation from the guardians and teachers of this school, during that period of time.

St. Philip has been sharing the festival joy during the Eid-ul-Fitre, Sharadya Puza and Christmas by giving food items to 400 families of this neighborhood for the last three years. This is one of the activities to express solidarity with the poor and destitute as part of “Charity begins at School’ program. We have collected money from our pupils and teachers and are ready to purchase food items and have home-delivery on 10 Sept. 

Have just finished the second term exams and scripts were shown to pupils and guardians. Grade 5, 8 and 10 are kept unrest with exams and model tests as they are to sit for public exams (first time for grade 8).

Construction work of Science lab, computer lab, library and two class rooms are about to be finished. After completion, the school will be well equipped for a college. Special thanks to the local Ordinary for this development work.

Bro. Ranjon Luke Purification has gone to Kolkata, India for a month long retreat as a part of spiritual preparation before his final vows (1 Oct, 2010).  Bro. Shankor Costa, who joined this community in July, has attended to a 4-day training program for Christian Religion at Dhaka.  Bro. Subal Lawrence Rozario has returned after attending the General Chapter on Sept 1. 

Bangladesh Teachers Team has hosted the 8th Asian Teachers Team Seminar at CBCB Centre, Dhaka from 26-31 August 2010. 32 teacher members from Philippines, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India and Bangladesh attended this seminar. The theme: To Promote a Culture of Peace and Non-violence through Education. The speakers were: Bishop Patrick D’Costa, CSC, Bishop Theotonius Gomes, CSC, Dr. Bro. Bijoy H Rodrigues, CSC, Sr. Gloria Rozario, OSL, Mr. Jyoti Gomes, Mr. Raihan Jamil and Dr. Anwar Hossain. Bros. Nipu H Rozario, CSC. Proshanto I Costa, CSC, Nirmal F Gomes, CSC and Subal L Rozario, CSC were part of the organizing committee. 

St. Joseph School of Industrial Trades, Narinda
Br Benedict repoets…The 1st of May is always a big day for us as we celebrate the feast of St. Joseph the Worker. The day was marked with various activities.  Father Placid Rozario, CSC offered the Eucharist for us  in the morning. At 8:00 A. M. the national flag was hoisted by the Principal with the singing of the National anthon.  The students, the staff members and the Brothers took part in different sports events and activities which went all day long. At noon a boro khana (big meal) was served by Bro. Jogesh and his group which everyone enjoyed. Brothers and Priests from different houses came to share our feast with us. In the evening Bro. Linus, the Principal gave away the prizes among the winners. On the 2nd Terminal Classes began from 5th of Ma. On the 7th of May Bros. Bijoy, Benedict and Jogesh attended a thanks giving Mass at Bro. Bijoy's house which was arranged by Mr. Atul in honour of Bro. Bijoy for receiving his Ph. d.

On June 6th Bro. Bijoy left for Rome where he will attend the General Council meeting. After that he will visit France and attend the Heritage program before he attends the General Chapter in Rome.  He returned to Dhaka on July 26th. Bro. Linus left for Barisal on the 15th of June and returned on 20th. Bro. Kelison arrived from the Philippines on 24th of June after one year where he took part in various renewal courses. A group of seminarians (15) from Banani Major Seminary began a two week training course beginning from 19th of July to 30th of July.  As Bro. Bijoy has been given a new assignment at St. Joseph Higher Secondary School, he left our house on 30th of July and joined the Provincial house community.  On 10th of August, Bro. Linus left for Barisal to do some work on the generator at Oriental Institute.  Bro. Benedict was admitted in Somorita Hospital with a high fever and possible Dengue virus.  He was released a week later. Third term classes began on 30th of August.  After the Provincial visit to the House, Bro. Binoy announced Bro. Linus D’Rozario as the new House Superior. Bro. Benedict Rozario completed his term, of six years, as house superior. 
Pabitra Krush Jnanatapashalaya

Brother Francis Sweden Purification, CSC reports…On 04 June we attend the farewell ceremony of the first batch of the B.Ed. students of Archbishop T. A. Ganguly Teachers' Training College. On June 05, Br. Benedict Rozario, CSC, Fr. Ajit Costa, OMI and Miss Dora D’ Rozario came to our house and talked personally with all the scholastics for the house evaluation. On June 7, All the Scholastics went for summer vacation. On June 20, everybody came back from home after the summer vacation.

On June 24, Monthly retreat was conducted by Sr. Lourdes Mary Costa, SSMI on the theme of ‘Simplicity as gospel value’. On June 30, (“Today is) the birth day of Bros. Anthony Sumon Rozario and James Sarker”. On the occasion of the birth day there was a special prayer service for the three Brothers: Bros. Anthony Rozario, James Sarker and Sweden Purification. Br. Sweden’s birth day was on 19th June. Bros. Bikash and Jayanta were with us during cake cutting and a little cultural programmee in a family atmosphere. Br. Shyamol Gomes shared on the History of fine arts in the evening with the scholastic Brothers.

On July 05, Bros. Sweden Purification, Andrew Costa and Prottoy Rozario started degree examination after the long session jam. On July 09, The Young religious seminar held at Green Herald International School campus. All the scholastics joined there. On July 15, Br. Kajol Costa went to Barisal to join the first profession of our novices. On July 21, Br. Kajol Costa went to Rajshahi to promote vocations in the Brothers’ society. On July 23, we celebrated the feast of St. Christina Church, then we had half day outing. 

On July 30, Bros. Graner Ritchil, Abel Tripura and Anthony Sumon Rozario renewed their vows and Br. Robi Purification received it. We concluded our monthly retreat with holy mass. Newly professed Brothers Shawan Palma, Rocky Gosal and Roxy Gosal came to Jnanatapashalaya after their vacation. Today there was a friendly football match with ‘Holy Cross Aspirancy’ at 4:01 P.M. We defeated them by 2-1. Together we did evening prayer and then there was a short reception programmee of three newly professed brothers’. After the supper the aspirants left Jnanatapashalaya. Respected Bros. Subal Rozario and Nirmol Gomes were with us. 

Today, On August 05, we, the Brothers of the Provincial house and Scholastics arranged a reception ceremony for Brother Bijoy Rodrigues. At the same time we celebrated the late birth day of Br. Binoy Gomes, CSC. On August 12, Br. Kajol went to celebrate his parent’s golden jubilee and came back on 14. We had mass in the evening on August 20. Bros. Chayan Corraya, Shimul Rozario, Taren Palma and Topan Serao, completed their graduation and started to study in Bonani. This evening officially we thanked them on behalf of our director as well from the house. Fr. Shipon offered mass. Respected Bros. Nipu, Leo, Francis and James were with us. On August 27, Fr. Anol Terence D’ Costa, CSC conducted our monthly retreat. On August 30, Bros. Shimul & Taren completed their final examination and left Jnanatapashalaya for Holy Cross Scholasticate, Rampura.

APON News 

Br. Ronald writes ….. This year APON again participated in the programs that the government organized for the International Day Against Drug Abuse and Trafficking on the 26 June. Many of the residents and staff came to Dhaka for the occasion. Rain disrupted the Human Chain near the High Court. 

APON has continued to participate in some drug awareness programs. The two main ones were with Prothom Alo and at BRAC University Savar Campus (Residential) where we go for each new semester. While the first one was mainly speeches by various people including the Executive Director of APON at BRAC University the students had many questions in response to the sharing and input from the APON Team. 

The Executive Director and one staff participated in the group work for formulating the National Strategic Plan for HIV/AIDS. APON was invited because of our interest in and knowledge about high risk activities of street children drug addicts that could eventually result in a greater prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the future. In the last year or two, others have followed APON’s lead in being concerned about the many street children drug addicts. APON has had a drug rehabilitation program for street children since the beginning of APON in 1994. We find more of them are staying off drugs than at first when almost all went back to the streets and drugs. Recently the Director met two of the first children in the APON program from the Mohammadpur Town Hall area. They are both now in their 20’s and are free of drugs.  APON has an informal aftercare programe via cell phone with street children drug addicts both recovering and practicing. 

The female drug rehabilitation program at APONGAON has attracted a few more residents to come for admission. Most of them have come because their guardians or relatives know about our effective male drug rehabilitation program. 

A group of American International School staff and students have come to visit APONGAON to assess ways that they can do volunteer service there. APON and a few other organizations gave a short presentation to the school body and the students picked which place they wanted to work with. 

Recently “Magic Uncle” Kabir came for a visit to APONGAON and showed a bit of magic.. He will come again later in September to give a longer program. He uses magic as a means to teach children about nutrition, health matters, etc. and hopes to include drug awareness in his programs. He works with a foundation that also is doing some work to improve the road into APONGAON. 

This year we again had an “Eid Bazar” for the residents of APONGAON who have nobody to bring them new clothes, etc. From various places we get donated clothing that we display in one of the rooms and the residents come to the Bazar and pick out what they want. Usually most find everything they desire but all find at least some new or special clothing that makes Eid a much happier day for them. We appreciate any donations we get. This year one resident used some used clothing to make shirts.

The Executive Director of APON, Bro. Ronald, has a scholarship to attend the World Federation of Therapeutic Community Institute in Genoa Italy. APON was one of 20 rehab centres in the world that was requested to give input in relation to TC in rehabilitation of drug addicts. Since the Sunday during the conference is a free day and also the day that Bro. Andre will be canonized in Rome he may make the journey to Rome for that celebration while in the area.

The APON 16th Founding Day will be held the 1st October 2010 at 3:30 p.m. at APONGAON. All are welcome to join in the celebration. A microbus will leave from Gate 1 of St. Joseph High School at 1:45 that afternoon for APONGAON. If you are interested in a ride contact us. 

The father of one of our residents has a tree nursery and donated a few hundred trees of various kinds to APON. Bro. Joachim, staff and residents have been busy planting them around APONGAON. 

Father James Dujarie House, Mariam Ashram, Diang:
Brother Ringku Hubert Costa, CSC writes ….. On 16th July one group of un-disciplined youth of Mazorpara came inside the boys' hostel without permission and when the authority prevented them, the more they got wild and beat three hostel boys, one worker and broke the statue of Ma-Maria (Mother Mary's Assumption)also other valuable furniture of the boarding. In this sad and serious situation the authority was complied to take the protection of the law and order, also file a case through the local Thana. At present it is under the local Union Parishad in the process of making a settlement.

 

The Miriam High School 2nd Terminal examination began on 25th July and ended on 11th August. School closed for Ramadan and Eid holidays and re-opened on 18th September.

 

On 8th August Bro Ringku Hubert Costa, CSC came to Diang community with a new assignment in the High School. He was introduced by Bro. Sylvester Mridha to the teachers and students. On 12th August, Fr. Elias Mondal was giver a farewell dinner party because of his shifting from the Brothers' House to his new apartment (at the back of the auditorium) in the Mariam Parish.

 

On 20th August, Brother Bijoy Rodrigues came to Diang and went fishing with Brother Sylvester to the riverside project (previous UPAY tank). The fishermen also caught fish on that day with a satisfactory catch. In the night of the same day Bro. Sylvester left with Bro. Bijoy To Dhaka for the Education Board moderating works for several works for several days.

 

On 28th august, the 15th death anniversary of Bro. Marcel Duchesne, CSC (second Director of Mariam Ashram) was observed in a befitting manner in the Ashram chapel. Mass celebrated by Fr. Elias Mondal after a lively talk by Bro. Lawrence Dias (with photos of activities of Bro. Marcel exposed around the chapel wall). Bro. Ringku, three RNDM Sisters, and 12 hostel boys were present and participated with "sweet" (misti muk) at the end, in front of the Ashram chapel.

 

On 10th September, Bro. Sylvester went to Dhaka for Visa particulars for Beatification celebration at Rome and Montreal (Canada). While going to his brother's house at Mirpur. He was a little injured and took treatment there.

 

On 10th September Fr. Elias Mondal was given a fare well in the new auditorium and on 19th September Fr. Robert Gonsalves was welcomed as the new parish Priest by the Parishioners after the Sunday mass in the new Church (below the auditorium) of the Mariam Parish, Diang.

 

On 16th to 17th September all the Brother of attended the Chittagong Regional Meeting of the Bishops' Priests, Brothers and Sisters at St. Scholastica Convent. The highlight of this meeting was Three-Year Pastoral Plans of Chittagong Diocese. The topic was presented by Bishop Patrick D' Rozario, CSC.

SAINT JOSEPH HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Bro. Nipu Rozario reports …. Admission form for the students of class XI was distributed from June 03 to June 09.  Interviews were conducted on June 11, A group of teachers of the school work hard for the whole day. Selection list of Class XI of Saint Joseph Higher School was posted on June 17.
Bro. Leo James Pereira, CSC went to Rome to attend the General Chapter of the Congregation of Holy Cross today June 22. This chapter takes place every six years with the elected delegates from all over the world. Bro. Nipu Hubert Rozario csc would act as Acting Principal and Br. John Rozario would be administrative Assistant during the absence of Bro. Leo.  
There were two days festival on Photography and Wall Magazine organized by the Wall Magazine Committee headed by Mrs. Nebedita Poddar ( a teacher) and her team on  June 25-26. There was also a parents-teachers meeting for the students of class X in the same day for gearing up the parents and students to be more sincere and dedicative in their duties. 

The admission procedure of Class XI was well finished with help of the teachers and supporting staff. We have 360 for Science Bengali Version, 43 for Science English Version, 83 for Business studies group and 20 for Arts group.

The Orientation and Nobin Boron Program for the Students of class XI were held on July 1, 2010. The program started at 02:30 pm, conducted by the college teachers. The program was well organized and beautiful. About 1200+ guardians, parents, students and teachers attended the program.    
 “Book based Quiz Competition” was held on July 2 in our school premises. The program was conducted by JCF moderator Mrs. Sabera Khanom, a teacher and her team. Students from different schools also attended the program. 

Higher Secondary Certificate was published on July 15. We had 344 students who wrote HSC and 320 students have passed. 59 Students obtained GPA 5.00. The passing rate is 93.05%.  Congratulations to all the students, teachers and staffs.  
‘Drama festival’ was held on July 16 conduct by moderator Mr. Nirmal Sarkar ( a teacher) and his team. Students from different institutions participated in the program. It was really well organized and enjoyable. 
Pretest for the student of class XII was held on 20th of July, 2010. Pretest for the student of class X and 2nd Term for the students of  (Cl.3-10) began on Aug 22.
On July 27, 2010 was the Hortal Day.  The opposition party called a hartal for different political issues. There were some procession and meetings near the University Area and some important places.  All of educational institutions were closed for hortal. 
Dr. Br. Bijoy Harold Rodrigues CSC, has been assigned at St. Joseph and Governing Body has appointed Br Bijoy as the Vice Principal (Admin). He joined at St. Joseph Higher Secondary School on August 01. A warm welcome to Bro. Bijoy in St. Joseph family. Prior to joining here, Br Bijoy was an instructor and the Principal at St. Joseph School of Industrial Trade, Narinda, Vice Provincial and Provincial Superior of the Brothers of Holy Cross, Bangladesh and one of the General Councilors (International leadership team of Holy Cross Congregation) at Rome. He obtained B. Sc. and B. Ed. from Dhaka University, MSA from Univ. of Notre Dame of USA and Ph. D. from USA on Organizational Leadership.

Certificate Giving Ceremony for the students of HSC took place on August 06. All College Teachers and some school teachers attended the program. It was well organized and meaningful.
In the context of government decision regarding closing down the educational institution for Ramadan and Eid, Saint Joseph Higher secondary school closed on August 14. Classes will resume on the 19th September, 2010 at 08:50 am.  
Two-days teachers seminar on setting quality questions and Holy Philosophy of Education took place during the first two days of holidays for the teachers and staff of St. Joseph School.
Results of 2nd term and pretest exams were handed out to the parents on August 21 from 09:30 am to 12:30 pm. Teachers were required to report at 09:00 am.  
Br. Soroj V. Gomes & Br Ujjal P. Pereira report from Nagori …..
Nagari community: May 20th Bro Soroj and Bro Subrata left for France to join 2010 International session in Holy Cross Spirituality. The session took place in Le Mans, France for 10 days, and they got back on 30th June after joining the heritage session with a wonderful experience. On 28th July Bro. Prodip L. Rozaion went to Dhaka and was admitted at Somorita Hospital for treatment but he got a quicky. On 6th August we offered our special thanks to Bro Tapon L. Serao for his last one year untiring service in the Nagari community as well as in Tumilia Boys’ High School, as he is going to join Rampura Sadhona Griha for a Diploma in Theology and Philosophy. At the same day we welcomed Bro. Roxy Gosal and Bro Chondon L. Rozario in our community. We the Brothers of Nagari community had a monthly retreat conducted by Fr Alfred Gomes at Holy Cross centre, Badhun on 28th August. On 30th August Bros. Bokul, Shoylan and Liton Jerome went to Sundarban, Khulna for common a vacation. On 4th September Bro. Soroj went to Dhaka Caritas Regional Office Mirpur to attain a concluding program of Christian teachers training program. On 12th September we celebrated the Birthday of our house superior Bro. Prodip L. Rozario. On the occasion a good number of distinguished guest were present.

St. Nicholas High School: After the summer vacation the classes has resumed on 2th June. The 1st round quiz examination of the second semester was taken from 7th to 19th June and 2nd round quiz exam was taken from 8th to 17th July. On 26th July the school has started the 2nd semester examination as well as Pretest and has finished on 11th August. There was a sudden announcement from the Education commission to close the Educational institutions from 12th August to 16th September on the occasion of Ramadan and Eid. So the school was closed for a long time but the examination papers were shown to the students on 21st and 22nd August and the result was distributed on 26th August. On 15th August the school arranged a mourning program for the death anniversary of Bangobondhu Sheke Mujibor Rahaman. There was an inter-classes essay writing and drawing competition in the on Mujibor Rahaman on that day. On 11th August we offered our special thanks to Sir Norouttam Bonik for his last 38 years untiring service in St. Nicholas High School. After the long vacation the classes have resumed on 18th September. The School appointed a new teacher (Vojona Rani Nondi) as a Hindu religion teacher. On 10th September the football team of the school played a friendly match with St. Nicholas parish team on the occasion of St. Nicholas feast day. The match was drawn by 1-1 goals.  The school team lost in tiebreaker. On 23rd September the school suspended the classes of class 10 for preparation for test examination which is going to start on 29th September and  will be finished on 12th of October. 

Tumilia Boys’ High School: On 10th July, the Headmaster Bro. Prodip Rozario took our handball team to Bandura Holy Cross High School to play a friendly Handball match and we were defeated by 13-20 goals. On 26th July our 2nd term examination begins and after the examination the result was distributed on 18th of August. There was a Managing Committee meeting on the 2nd week of August. We were stunned by the sudden announcement from the Education Minister to close our school for 33 days on occasion of Ramadan and Eid Vacation. We have become the sub zone and district champion on Handball by defecting St. Nicholas High School and Gazipur Sador High School. We have hired a new Chemistry teacher for our school.

Holy Cross Juniorate: At present there are 26 aspirants in Brothers formation at Nagari Juniorate. After the summer vacation the aspirants got back to house on 1st of June and started classes on 2nd of June. The aspirants got the new responsibility on 1st of July. They were very happy to get a new obedience and started excitedly. The aspirants started the 2nd term exam on 26th of July and finished it on 11th of August. After the 2nd term exam aspirants went to house for 2 days and after getting back they started some extra curriculum competition such as- singing, playing tabla, drawing and extemporal speech. The aspirants got their 2nd semester’s result on 26th of August. Only 8 aspirants passed in all subjects out of 26. On 28th of August aspirants started their monthly retreat with a Holy Hour and finished on the following day by Holy mass. After the retreat the aspirants went home for Ramadan and Eid vacation and got back on 9th of September. Then they have again some extracurricular programs and special classes.

The ‘Come and See’ program 2010 was arranged from 6th to 8th of September for class VII and VIII. About 50 students took part in that program from different parishes of Bawal. Many Brothers and a Holy Cross Sister joined in this program and helped by their sharing on different tropic to run the program nicely. On 15th of September we celebrated the feast of the Seven Dolours of Mary. On the occasion we led special songs in the morning mass and at the afternoon we have arranged a friendly basketball match.

The football team of Juniorate took part in the tournaments of Fr. Waish memorial football tournament. They won in two matches out of three in a group league and finally they lost in the Quarter Final against Nagari village by 2-1 goals. 

St. Nicholas Hostel: At present there are 94 students in St. Nicholas Hostel. Out of them 10 students are preparing themselves for test examination, 21 students are for JSC and 4 students are for PSC. The students got their result of the 2nd semester on 26th August. Only 24 students passed in all subjects, 36 students failed in one subject and the rest of the students failed on 2-4 subjects. The result was lightly better then 1st semester. After the 2nd semester students were busy with some extracurricular program such as general knowledge and debate competition. On 5th June the hostel basketball team played a friendly match with the Seminarians/ Brothers of Holy Spirit Seminary and defeated by 63-69 score. The students went home after the 2nd semester examination and got back to the hostel on 17th September after the Ramadan and Eid vacation. 
BICPAJ

Brother Jarlath D'Souza, reports...The publication of the latest book of Brother Jarlath on September 14 at Green Herlad International School.  The book Marang Baru -- the Theology and Spirituality of the Ethnic Tribals of Bangladesh", was well received.  About one hundred persons were present.

Two international meeting sin the offing, being attended by BICPAJ members: (1) International Training on Conflict Resolution, 1 to 5 Oct. at Savar YMCA Training Centre.  BICPAJ representatives are M.A. Ghani and Mrs. Momena Khatun.  (2)  Third World Theology group EATWOT Asian gathering in Manila, 3 to 9 November, to be attended by Rev. Martin Adhikary and Miss Amy Gonzalves.

In Dhaka, BICPAJ continues having regular monthly meetings, and also has its members join other inter-faith meeting, e.g. at the BAHAI Centre and the Quran Training Centre in Savar.
On 28 September Brother Jarlath conducted a half-day English Language Workshop for six NGOs at SEHD Training Centre, Dhaka.
(The canonization ceremony of Br. Andre, the first Holy Cross Saint will take place on Oct. 17, Sunday, 2010 in Rome. Some liturgical ceremonies would also take place in Bangladesh to mark the occasion on that day or the following.
The Congregation of Holy Cross in Bangladesh has a web site and it might be interesting to you. The address is http://www.cscbd.org. 
Please send your news for next issue on time.)
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