PAGE  

News Letter

Circulate by Province Office, SJP




          January – March, 2012
Provincial Office
Br. Binoy Gomes reports: A Province General Assembly was held on Saturday, January 28 in order to prepare for the Provincial Chapter. Different Committees formed by the Provincial Chapter 2009 gave report of their tasks.  The Chapter Preparation Committees met in the afternoon. 

Brother Binoy Gomes attended the BCR half-yearly assembly on Friday, March 2.  Brother Prodip Placid Gomes, CSC, and Brother Binoy Gomes, CSC, had a meeting on Holy Saturday, April 7, with Most Reverend Sebastian Tudu, the Bishop of Dinajpur, regarding the matter of shifting the College section of St. Philip’s High School and College to a new site at Polli Biduit, Suiheri, and a residence of the Brothers at that place.  Br. Binoy Gomes went to Diang on Friday, April 20 to give class to the students of the “Come and See” program.  He spoke on Vocations as a whole.  The 17th meeting of the present Provincial Council was held on Friday, 
March 16.  It dealt with the Provincial Chapter Code of Procedure, applications, or final professions of nine temporary professed Brothers, representation of the Vicariate Chapter of the Brothers in India, and the Provincial Chapter in the Northeast Province, India. The 18th and last meeting of the present Provincial Council was held on Friday, April 27. It dealt with Provincial Financial Statement July 2011 to March 2012, house budget July 2012 to 2013, some applications for renewal of vows and final professions, tentative schedule for the Provincial Chapter, Election Day, report of the meeting with the Bishop of Dinajpur, House Director of Nagori Community, etc.                
Brother Flavian Kindergarten School

Brother Nicholas Thielman, CSC, reports: The new school year, 2012, got started on January 4, 2012 with a total enrollment of 393. This includes Play Group: A and B with a total enrollment of 78 students; Nursery Group A, B, C, and D with a total enrollment of 159 students; K.G.: A, B, C, and D, with a total Enrollment of 156 students. Bro. Liton turned over the keys to the school, to me, on December 16, 2011. He took over the school in November 2010 when I left for the U.S.A. for a one-year sabbatical. After my return to Bangladesh on October 4, 2011, Bro. Ronald approached me about helping him at APON. After a few days at the Head Office in Babar Road, I found out I could not be of much help with my limited knowledge of the operation of the Drug Center. In the mean time, Bro. Binoy Gomes, CSC, suggested that I return to Chittagong and, again, take over Bro. Flavian KG School. I agreed to do so. Bro. Liton did a very good job in renovating the ground floor of the school by adding four more classrooms, a teachers’ room, and a bathroom.  After taking over the school, I had all the classrooms painted on the first floor, as well as the stairway canopy. Now the school looks spic and span. Bro. Liton, also, added two sections of Play Group and one section each in KG and Nursery class.  For this reason, he hired two new teachers for the Play Group and two more teachers for the fourth section of nursery and KG. We now have 11 teachers, three women to help clean and care for the kids, and the office clerk, who has been with me from the start.  Admission Fees have been raised substantially, and as a result, the salaries were raised commensurately.  Overall, the teachers, parents, and students are very happy with the school and, of course, I am very happy and pleased to be back here again as the Principal.

Pobitra Krush Jnanatapasalaya (Holy Cross Scholasticate),Mohammadpur 
Brother Alex Pereira, CSC, reports: On 20 January 2012, the Moreau Day celebration began with a special prayer. In the evening there was Holy Eucharist at Jnanatapasalaya offered by Reverend Elias Palma, CSC, which was followed by dinner.  The day was celebrated jointly by the scholastics and the Brothers of the Provincial House.  
On February 2, 2012, was the World Day of Consecrated Life. There was a half-day special program at Holy Rosary Parish, Tejgaon. Many Fathers, Brothers, Sisters, seminarians, and aspirants joined the program from different religious congregations and formation houses. The program started by a special prayer led by Holy Cross aspirants, which was followed by a presentation by Brother Harold Bijoy Rodrigues, CSC. He spoke on Family is the Center of Consecrated Life. Most Rev. Theotonius Gomes, CSC, the Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Dhaka, offered the Holy Eucharist. The Holy Cross Brothers in Dhaka City organized the program this year.    

On 3 February 2012, all the scholastics went to Panjora to celebrate the feast of St. Anthony of Padua. The scholastics went to the second Mass and helped distribute the Holy Communion. All the scholastics took breakfast at Holy Cross Juniorate, Nagari, and took lunch in different houses of the scholastics of that area.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

There was a special prayer and the Holy Mass in the morning on The International Mother Tongue Day, followed by a short program in our house. Bro. Kajol Costa, CSC, spoke on The Significance of the International Mother Tongue Day. It was a day of outing for all the scholastics.  
All the scholastics went to Moreau House, Rampura, to attend the final profession ceremony of seminarian Donel Stephen Cruze, CSC, on 15 March. 
The feast of St. Joseph and the birthday of Bro. Racy Daniel Godino were celebrated on March 19.  In the evening there was a Holy Eucharist offered by Reverend Subroto Rozario. Bro. Jarlath D’ Souza, CSC, spoke on St. Joseph before the Mass.

Holy Cross Sisters, Priests, Brothers, seminarians, aspirants and novices of Dhaka City celebrated the feast of St. Joseph on March 27 at Holy Cross Aspirancy, Narinda.  The program began with a special prayer in the afternoon, followed a presentation by Brother Joachim Rotan Gomes CSC, on St. Joseph. Holy Mass was offered by Rev. Father Frank Quinlivan CSC, Provincial of Sacred Heart of Jesus Province.  The Mass was followed by a creative cultural program performed by the elderly Fathers, Brothers and Sisters.  The program concluded with a dinner. 
APON

Brother Ronald Drahozal, CSC, reports: The number of new admissions at APONGAON continues to increase. The total at the end of the first quarter of 2012 is up to 208, and more are planning to come. About 18 are female residents, although the largest number is male.  The youngest is 5 years and the oldest are well into their 40s. There are over 90 non-paying street children and adolescent residents. A few of them have come, gone and returned 3-5 times, but now about 15 of them are working in the kitchen, tailoring, skill training/workshop repairs and getting an honorarium. One big job is making our own iron double beds for the youngsters. 

The Executive Director was invited to the 6th Asian Recovery Symposium in New Delhi, India, as a Moderator and Rapporteur Rappoture for various sessions of the symposium. While at the symposium he had discussions with an official of INL US State Department, and other Asian officials, about expanding the services APON is giving to street children drug addicts. It is planned this will begin soon in Dhaka. The most difficult part of the trip was getting an Indian visa, and only after getting a letter from the organizers to a government ministry, was a visa quickly given. APON’S Director, and two staff, are members of the Bangladesh government’s committee to learn, and teach others, to get a certificate in drug rehabilitation in Bangladesh. 

In mid January the Annual APONGAON Sports Day was held. Most of the residents participated in a number of events. We were joined by six students from the Dhaka International American School who came out for their Service Work that they must do for graduation. 

The Staff and Director of APON participated in various awareness programs: mainly at BRAC Residential Semester in Savar, and Sir William English School, plus the almost monthly counseling program for guardians that the Bengali newspaper, the Prothom Alo, conducts. We usually are part of the speakers/counselors. While the psychologists over-emphasize the mental problems, the APON staff speaks more on the changes needed, via treatment and rehabilitation, in order for an addict to recover and stay drug free. The interesting thing is that after each such session APON has a rather large number of new admissions from those who attended, or saw the picture, or read the article about the session in the ProthomAlo.
Bro. Ronald was to have an operation at a local hospital to take out the “wires” from the broken collarbone operation, but instead the day before he was invited to have one of the team of American doctors, who were in Bangladesh giving free operations, to do the job. So a big ex-navy doctor did the work in about a half hour. So Brother was in and out of the hospital in less than an hour, and went back to work. 

 We continue to have land problems that one of our ex-committee members created. 

The annual British Women’s Association picnic for street children took place at the water park again this year. It was a grand day with a couple hours on the water slides, ponds, etc. good food, plenty of gifts, including T-shirts and half pants. This year we brought back some of the goodies each boy got, plus some extra they gave to APON, and shared it with the other boys who were not able to go. One Norwegian lady at the picnic heard such good things about APON that she emailed that she wanted to visit APONGAON, and came with boxes of toys her two sons have, but are leaving in June.  She was extremely happy to tears to see our boys, hear a bit from and about them, and promised to come with her whole family, and more toys, clothing, etc. after Easter.

Some of our staff and residents took part in the Asian Regional Conference of Narcotics Anonymous both in Dhaka and Cox’s Bazaar. Many addicts credit Br. Ronald with helping to establish the NA approach in Bangladesh. 

St. Placid High School Community
Brother Prodip Placid Gomes, CSC, reports: Presently there are six members in the community. Brothers Sonet Francis Rozario and Joy Xavier Pereira joined the community in May 2011. Brother Protim Xavier Palma joined in January 2012. Brother Liton Francis Rebeiro left for Biroidukuni on December 16, 2011. Brother Nicholas Thielman joined the community prior to Brother Liton’s departure. As Brother Liton left, Brother Nicholas took over Brother Flavian Kindergarten School as its principal. 

Brother Prodip Placid Gomes went to the USA for the 2nd Congregational Planning Task Force meeting held in Holy Cross Center, Laporte, Indiana, in late October. He returned to Bangladesh in the second week of November after visiting his brother and his family in Calgary, Canada. 

Brother Prodip Placid Gomes, and Most Rev. Moses Costa, CSC, were given a grand reception by the Old Placidians in Asian Sr. Hotel on November 15, 2011 on the occasion of Br. Prodip’s Silver Jubilee of his religious life and Bishop Moses’ arrival and installation in Chittagong. Bishop Moses Costa, CSC, was given a special reception at St. Placid’s High School by the students, teachers, and Brothers of the school on October 12, 2011. 

There were many visitors in the Brothers house on Christmas day. Bishop Moses, Father Benoit, Fr. Gordon Dias, Sr. Nita, CSC, and Maloti, CSC, had Christmas meal with the Brothers at the Brothers’ house. Br. Prodip Gomes went to Bandarban with Bishop Moses Costa to meet the local Member of Parliament, Mr. Birbahadur Triupra, and some Christian leaders, about appointing Holy Cross Brothers in Don Bosco High School, Bandarban. Brothers Montrajoy Tripura and Prodip Placid, went to Moheshkhali to visit Brother Flavian Feeder School there on January 6, 2012. Brothers Joy and Sonet went home on the occasion of Christmas and stayed with their respective family members for a few days. 

As Brother Prodip Placid’s mother was sick, and was in the hospital, he went to see her in Dhaka on February 9th, and returned on February 12th. She has breathing problem as her lung is not functioning well. Br. Protim Palma is in Diang now.  He is helping Br. Sattya Purificaiton in the Come and See Programme 2012 in Diang. Br. Prodip Placid went to Dhaka on March 15 for Provincial Council meeting and Provincial Finance and Government Chapter Committee meeting that were held on Friday, March 16, 2012. Br. Montrajoy Tripura, CSC, the Assistant Headmaster of St. Placid’s High School, is doing his Master’s Degree in English in the Southern University. It will take two years to complete. Br. Prodip Placid and Brother Joy Pereira went to Diang on March 20 to join the inauguration ceremony of the Come and See Program 2012. Most Rev. Lawrence Subrato Howlader, CSC was the main celebrant for the Eucharistic Celebration. The Community celebrated the feast day of St. Joseph on March 19, 2012. Bishop Subrato Howlader, CSC, Fr. Benoit, CSC, Brothers from Diang and Holy Cross Sisters were invited for the celebration in the Brothers’ House. 

St. Placid’s High School
The International Teachers’ day was celebrated in St. Placid’s High School Auditorium on December 1, 2011, where all teachers of the Missionary Schools in Chittagong were present. Most Rev. Moses Costa, CSC, and Most Rev. Lawrence Subrata Howlader, CSC, were the main speakers. Sr. Mary Palma, the Headmistress of St. Scholastica’s High School, welcomed all to join the celebration at the beginning of the programme. As the chief organizer, Br. Prodip Placid Gomes thanked the Bishops, and all teachers, for their presence for the auspicious celebration. The Old Placidians, Teachers and students of St. Placid’s High School organized a Fun and Fair (Meena Bazar) in St. Placid’s School premises on December 9, 2012. The admission tests 2012 for class one and five were held on December 10. Some Scholastic Brothers came from Dhaka with Br. Ujjal Pereira to help.  The Annual Results 2011 of the school were published and the result cards were handed over to the students/guardians on December 16. Each student got a copy of the SPS year book ‘FORWARD 2011’ on the same day. The victory day was celebrated at St. Placid’s High School on December 16 just before the ceremony of publishing the annual results. Brothers Prodip Placid, Joy and Sonet visited Agartala, India, with another 21 teachers of St. Placid’s Hgih School from December 16 to 20. They had a successful visit. Fr. Emmanuel and Fr. Davis conducted a half-day session for the teachers in Holy Cross School and College in Agartala. It was an excellent program with the support of the Fathers of Holy Cross in Agartala. The Old Placidians had their 8th reunion on December 23, 2011. Bishop Moses Costa was the chief guest in the reunion, and Br. Jarlath D’ Souza was one of the speakers. 

One hundred and eighty-six boys appeared in the Junior School Certificate Examinations and 225 boys appeared in the Primary School Completion Certificate examinations in 2011 and all succeeded. 136 boys appeared the Secondary School Certificate Examinations this year from SPS. They were given a Farewell on January 26, 2012. There are 2240 students from class one to ten now at St. Placid’s High School. Of them, 88 are Christian students. Five new teachers have been recruited in January 2012. Mitra Sir, one of the former teachers expired on March 20, 2012. 

St. Placid’s High School had its first teachers’ meeting in 2012 on January 2, and class resumed on January 3. St. Placid’s High School teachers had their annual picnic in Bashkhali on January 13, 2012. SPS gave a grand reception to the new boys in school on January 16, 2012. 

The SPS school basketball team played in the national level and got the national runners-up trophy. The venue for the final games was in Rajshah on January 14 – 17. Br. Sonet Rozario was with the players. St. Placid’s had its annual sports 2012 from January 26 to February 2. Mr. Aziz Uddin, Acting DDPI, was the Chief Guest on the final day on February 2. 

There was an art competition for the school boys on February 20, 2012, on the occasion of Ekushy/International Mother Tongue Day where more than five hundred students participated. The International Mother Tongue Day was observed with due respect in St. Placid’s High School. Over one thousand students, guardians and teachers were present for the program of the day. The program was started with the national anthem and offering of flowers by the Principal of the school at 07:30 AM. The representatives of each class/section and respective class teachers offered flowers to show very special tribute to the martyrs. OPA Literacy School students and teachers, and Old Placidians joined the program. The day program was ended with a nice and meaningful cultural program at 10:00 AM. 

Some of the boys participated in the Chess Competition in M. A. Aziz Stadium auditorium
organized by CGKS and got four prizes including the 1st and 2nd places in the Junior Group. Some boys participated in the Regional Math Olympiad in St. Placid’s School premises and four of them went to Dhaka at St. Joseph Higher Secondary School to participate in the National Math Olympiad. Ten boys participated in the Quiz Competition in Independent University, and got the runners-up trophy. Some boys went to Dr. Khastagir School to participate in the English Quiz competition, and did very well. SPS scouts and cubs had their annual camp in the school premises on February 2 to 4, 2012. 

The Annual Science Fair 2012 of St. Placid’s High School was held on February 23 and 24.  There were about 500 hundred projects in different groups. Scientist Dr. Jamal Nazrul Islam, professor emeritus of Chittagong University, was the chief guest in the closing and prize-giving ceremony. The SPS Science Club was officially inaugurated during the Prize-giving Ceremony. Ten Placidians participated in the Annual Science Fair in the center of Bangladesh Council for Scientific Industrial and Research (BCSIR) in Chittagong. 

Brother Sonet Rozario organized a special combined Lenten Program for the SPS Christian boys, and SSS Christian girls, in Joseph and St. Br. Andre oratory on Friday March 23, with the RNDM Sisters. Some priests from the Cathedral parish came to hear confession and to say Mass. 

Udayan High School Community

Bro. Rinku Lawrence Costa, CSC, reports: The Annual Sports of Udayan High School was organized on 25th January. Father of Brother Raton Gomes, CSC, died in February, and Brother Riunku Costa, CSC, went to his house. On 18th February, Bishop Moses Costa, CSC, Bishop of Chittagong Diocese, Bishop Subrato Hawlader, CSC, Auxiliary Bishop of Chittagong Diocese, Provincial Brother Binoy Gomes, CSC, and Assistant Provincial Brother Robi Purification, CSC, Father Nichols Baroi, CSC, Parish Priest of Barisal Parish, and Bro. Albert Ratna, CSC, Acting Headmaster of Udauan High School, had a meeting in Barisal Parish.  They discussed some important issues regarding the residence of the Brothers in Barisal. Udayan High School is the center for examination for public exams.  The School was closed in February because of the Secondary School Certificate Exam (SSC).  One hundred and fifty-seven students wrote the SSC exams. From March 18 – 21, Bro. Rinku Costa, CSC, participated in a Teaching Development Program organized by British Council at Saver. All the teachers had an outing on 18th March in Barisal City.  They enjoyed it very much.  Brother Santos Hembrom, CSC’s grandmother died on 22 March.  Brother went home for her funeral.  
St. Philip’s High School Community

Brother Shankor Albert Costa, CSC, reports: Bro. Chandan L. Rozario, CSC, came to Dinajpur community for one month apostolic experience.  He helped in the school and house. During this time Bro. Chandan L. Rozario, CSC, and Bro. Taran J. Palma, CSC, who were staying in Khalidpur Parish, renewed their vows on 27 January at the Cathedral Church, Dinajpur. Bro. Nirmal F. Gomes, CSC, received their vows.  
After completing the English Course for the young religious at Savar, Bro. Edward Daily, CSC came to take rest at St. Philip’s community.  Bro Promod Rozario, CSC, came with him. We were very happy to have him at the house.  He visited some nearby places.
All the Brothers participated in the General Assembly of the Province in January, 2012.  Bro. Sweden Francis Purification, CSC, came to Dinajpur community for one month on the 1st Feb, and he helped in the school and house.

Consecration of the new Bishop of Dinajpur Diocese was held on 27 January.  Brothers helped serving in different committees. Approximately, 12-15 thousand people attended the celebration.  

The Annual Cultural Competition of St. Philip’s High School and College, was held on February 1 and 2. With high enthusiasm about a thousand students from different sections such as: English Version, Primary section, Secondary section, College Section and Free Evening School, participated.  Over four hundred winners were given certificates and prizes. Br. Nirmal F. Gomes CSC, with some other senior teachers, inaugurated the program and distributed the prizes. Participation and appreciation of the guardians were remarkable.
The Annual Sports 2012 was held on the 9th Feb at Dinajpur Stadium. Mr. Majamuddin Ahamed, the DC of Dinajpur, was the Chief Gust, and Mr. Edward Rozario, the former Headmaster of St. Philip’s High School, and Fr. Joseph Marandy, the parish priest of the Cathedral parish, were present as Special Guests.  Bro. Nirmol Gomes, CSC, the Acting Principal, chaired the function. It was noticeable that the whole stadium was packed with students and guardians. More than 450 athletes got prizes in various events.

Two students were qualified to compete in the National Math Olympiad which was held at St. Joseph Higher Secondary School Dhaka, and one of them received a national award.  Some others also received awards in Language Competition. 
Fifty-three teachers of St. Philip’s went for a study tour in Sylhet, guided by Br. Ranjon Purification, CSC, from 16 to 19 February.  The Holy Cross Fathers of Notre Dame College at Dhaka, Caritas Sylhet, and the OMI Fathers, accommodated and entertained them at various stopping points.
The International Mother Tongue Day was observed in school premises, showing gratitude and honor to the Language Martyrs by giving flowers at the Shahid Minar.  Cultural program, speeches on the significance of the day, art competition, and wall magazine competition, written by each section, were organized on this occasion.  Four hundred and fifty students participated in the art competition and 56 Wall Magazines were published and exhibited on the campus.     

According to the tradition of St. Philip’s High School, the mothers of our students are called for teachers-parents meeting in order to exchange their views and expectations of the mothers and teachers every year. The teachers and parents meeting of classes V, VIII and X were completed in mid March. There was a satisfactory response from the mothers, and meetings with them were successful.  
[Editors’ note: Editors apologize for delayed publication and circulation of this edition of News Notes. All the reporters are requested to send the news in due time to Brother Binoy Gomes. For upcoming SSC results, please write the GPA (e.g. 4.94 or 4.88) not letter grades (e.g. A or B+) and provide percentages. Once again a friendly reminder, write the news – what, when, where, who, why and how – in brief and readable manner.
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