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Aug. 14, 2010
My Brothers,


Our General Chapter is over. The work of the Chapter you will all receive eventually. This Chapter put in place means by which, over the next six years, the Congregation, in its 2016 General Chapter, may achieve a major re-structuring. All of us now are being asked to thank first of all “Congregationally” and then of our Provinces – the needs of the Congregation being considered of the highest  priority. We have in our Province already begun this with our commitments to the Philippines and to Canada.


Our Congregation priorities of option for the poor and being educators in the faith have been for us and will remain priorities.


The entire Congregation now numbers about 1230 men. Our growing number in Bangladesh make us of greater significance – our Province now being about 7% of the Congregation.

Structural changes by September 15, 2011 are:

1- the joining of the Eastern Province of Brothers and the South-West Province of Brothers into the new “Moreau Province”. Priests will also be welcome in this province.
2- the joining of the Eastern Province of priests with the Indiana Province. The Province name will be changed to the “United States Province of Priests and Brothers.”
3- steps towards erecting a vicariate in Tamil Nadu in India as a separate entity from the South India Province.

4- steps towards joining the Priests’ district in Brazil with the Brothers’ District to form possibly a new mixed district.


I wrote to Fr. Warner, after his election as Superior General, a report on our Province – membership, ministry, finances, plans for the future. He sent me a response which is most encouraging . It is an appendix to this letter.

I was able to spend a good amount of time with Fr. Lehane, who is seriously ill with cancer. Father has undergone both radiation and chemotherapy. Please keep him in your prayers and please write to him. He loves hearing from here.

It was also good to see Fr. Banas who is getting needed medical check-ups and work done. Bro. Rodney will be working some at the Holy Cross Mission Center, which is good news for us.


Tom McDermott and I met with Mark Weber and some others involved with the Bengal Bouts. That was very good. I have one copy now of the final draft of the movie if anyone would like to see it. It is beautiful.

At the General Chapter those from French Canada were very positive about our seminarians – Thomas and Joseph. They are doing well and have made a very good impression. They asked if we will send more seminarians to Montreal.


The three young men from the Bengal Bouts had a wonderful experience here. They wrote as follows:
Dear Fr. Frank,


We sadly write to you on our last day in Bangladesh. It is amazing how fast our time here  went and how comfortable we have become. In a short time we really feel that we have soaked up all the experiences and culture that Bangladesh has to offer.
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The Priests and Holy Cross community did a wonderful job of exposing us to all walks of life in this country. The last two months have been a life changing time here filled with memories that will not soon be forgotten. Holy Cross is doing a wonderful thing here and we are more motivated then ever to return and raise awareness  and money for Bangladesh.


We will keep you and everyone from the Community  in our prayers. We hope we will see you again.

Abar dakah hobe!



God Bless,



Jack Healy, (jhealy5@nd.edu)


Don Golab (dgolab@nd.edu)



Mike Doran (mdoran@nd.edu)


There was also a short note from Bishop Raymond Geodert. He wrote :
Dear Frank,


I just wanted to send you a belated thanks for the letter you sent a few months ago. I was especially pleased to hear of the great growth of the Holy Cross Province there, with all but ten of the eighty-six members being Bangladeshi. God must be extraordinarily pleased with the work of all of your missionaries over these many years, my brother Ed included! With twelve priests from Nagari alone, Ed is probably toasting each one of them with a bottle of Scotch or whatever is the heavenly  substitute.


With prayers and best wishes, Frank, I remain





Fraternally yours in the Lord,





Most Reverend Raymond E. Geodert. 

Thanks to all who helped in my absence. Remember our retreat Oct. 17-22 along with final vows and deaconate for four of our men.









Peace,










Frank.

